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1 . REFTEL AND PREVIOUS REPORTED ON MONTREAL PRESS REACTION TO 
CANADIAN- AMERICAN COMMITTEE REPORT ENTITLED "A TIME OF DIFFICULT 
TRANSITIONS: CANADA-US RELATIONS IN 1976." LA TRIBUNE OF 
SHERBROOKE, A REGIONAL DAILY WHICH SERVES THE EASTERN TOWNSHIPS 
AREA OF THE PROVINCE, CARRIED A LENGTHY AND INTERESTING EDITO- 
RIAL IN ITS EDITION OF JULY 29. THE COMMITTEE REPORT SHOWS, 

WRITES LA TRIBUNE, THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN THE COUNTRIES HAVE 
REACHED A POINT OF SERIOUS TENSION, WITH NO IMPROVEMENT IN 
SIGHT. THIS CONCLUSION SURPRISES NO ONE. RECENT EVENTS, SUCH 
AS THE TIME AND CABLE TV AFFAIRS ILLUSTRATE WHAT HAS HAPPENED 
TO OUR RELATONS WHICH WERE FORMERLY SO FRIENDLY OR "SO FLATLY 
SUBMISSIVE". REAL FRIENDSHIP, FOR CANADA, MUST BE BASED ON 
EQUALITY. THE COMMITTEE'S STUDY READS LIKE A CASE IN FAVOR OF 
US SUPREMACY AND AGAINST CANADA'S DESIRE FOR AUTONOMY. CANADA 
IS TOO MUCH AT THE MERCY OF US ECONOMIC POWER. BUT RELATIONS 
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES, ADDS LA TRIBUNE, ARE COMPLICATED BY 
"PROVINCIALIZATION". INCREASINGLY, THE CANADIAN POSITION VIS- 
A-VIS THE US DEPENDS ON INTERNAL RELATIONS BETWEEN OTTAWA AND 
THE PROVINCES. PROVINCIAL AUTONOMY IN CERTAIN AREAS, REGIONAL 
ECONOMIC DISPARITIES, AND CHALLENGES TO CANADIAN UNITY ALL 
COMPLICATE EXTERNAL RELATIONS. CANADA'S SEARCH FOR A NATIONAL 
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ENCROACHING NEIGHBOR". THAT IS WHY CANADA RELIES HEAVILY ON THE 
RECENT AGREEMENT WITH THE EEC TO LESSEN ITS DEPENDENCE ON THE 
US. THE AGREEMENT DEMONSTRATES THAT WE CAN NOW DISTINGUISH 
MORE CLEARLY CANADIAN INTERESTS FROM US INTERESTS. WHAT 
CANADA MAY LOSE IN GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE US WILL BE 
COMPENSATED FOR BY RELATIONS WITH EUROPE. AMERICANS CAN WELL 
BE SHOCKED BY THE DETERIORATION OF OUR RELATONS. BUT THEY 
MUST REALIZE THEY NEED US AS MUCH AS WE NEED THEM AND THAT 
ONLY FRIENDSHIP BASED ON EQUALITY CAN PROSPER. IN THE LONG 
RUN, THESE NEIGHBORS WHO ARE "OUR BEST ALLIES AND OUR BEST 
CLIENTS" WILL ONLY BENEFIT FROM CANADA S DESIRE FOR INDEPEN- 
DENCE, ASSUMING THEY WANT OUR RELATIONS TO REMAIN STRONG. 
BECAUSE, LA TRIBUNE CONCLUDES, "THE REAL STRENGTH OF A COMMON 
MARKET DEPENDS ULTIMATELY ON THE STRENGTH OF ITS WEAKEST 
MEMBER." 
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